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Souderton Charter School Collaborative re-designated as
‘Schools to Watch’ middle school
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Souderton Charter School Collaborative students and faculty stand with local dignitaries while displaying the “Schools to W
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SOUDERTON >> There is a lot of talk about failing schools these days, but there are also many

schools that are doing a good job, Bruce Vosburgh, state director of the PA Schools to Watch

program and president of the National Forum to Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform, said at a May 9

celebration of Souderton Charter School Collaboration’s re-designation as a PA Don Eichhorn

Schools “School to Watch.” It takes more than “throwing a name on the side of a building and

calling it a school,” Vosburgh said. “It’s about what takes place inside.”

“As one of the oldest and most successful charter schools in the state, we are a learning center

that sets a high bar for academic excellence while nurturing the empathy and skills students need

for a vibrant future,” SCSC Lead Teacher Jeannine Dunn said.

“Our collaborative model requires participation from students, parents, guardians, community

members and teachers,” she said. “We strive to pursue groundbreaking methods and share best

practices with schools across the state.”

The school has 231 students in kindergarten through eighth grade, she said.

SCSC first received the Schools to Watch designation six years ago.

“Schools are recognized for a three-year period, and at the end of three years must demonstrate

progress on specific goals in order to be re-designated,” the school said in a release. “Unlike the

Blue Ribbon recognition program, ‘Schools to Watch’ requires schools to not just identify strengths,

but to also focus on areas for continuous improvement; thus the three year re-designation.”

“It’s not an award where you win it once and then you’re finished with it. It’s all about continuing

to reflect on best practices and trying to set a goal to get better year after year after year,”

Vosburgh said.

“Schools to Watch is not about just test scores,” he said. “Schools to Watch is about everything

middle school. It’s about leadership. It’s about climate. It’s about culture. It’s about best practices.

It’s about community involvement.”

Examples of SCSC’s improvements in recent years include bolstering the writing program,

expanding the use of technology and implementation of a school-wide thinking initiative, Dunn

said.

“Fieldwork continues to be a vital part of our academic success,” she said.
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“Fieldwork experiences are purposeful and directly connect what is being taught in the classroom

to the outside world,” she said. “Hands-on and experiential learning through fieldwork provides

students the opportunity to get excited about learning, practice skills, and extend their

knowledge.”

The school has character development programs, she said.

“Another area of growth for our school has been in service learning,” Dunn said. “Students and

teachers at SCSC set a lofty goal: to have all 231 students demonstrate good citizenship and

positively impact our community by volunteering their services.”

Each student has an Individual Learning Plan, she said.

“Academic, social, organizational, and personal goals are recorded, and a plan is put in place so

each student can work toward achieving them,” Dunn said.

A video was also shown demonstrating some of the activities at the school.

“Wow, there’s a lot going on here at SCSC,” state Rep. Marcy Toepel, R-147, said following the May

9 presentation.

“This is an important designation,” she said of Schools to Watch, “and clearly the passion that you

have for what you do here educating young minds is important to all of us.”

A certificate of recognition was presented by Shaina Ward, constituent specialist in the office of

state Sen. Bob Mensch, R-24.

Souderton Borough Council member Dan Yocum thanked the students for their volunteer help at

local organizations.

“We’re so happy to have you here right on Broad Street and we’re proud of you for this award,”

Yocum said.

Wendy Ormsby, SCSC founder and director, presented a plaque to state Rep. Bob Godshall, R-53,

honoring him for his long-time support of the school. Godshall is retiring the end of this year after

36 years in office. When the plans for the school were developed in the mid-1990s, there was

resistance, but Godshall was one of the first supporters, Ormsby said.
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“He spoke publicly, loudly and enthusiastically on our behalf,” Ormsby said.

“Since then, he has come to our defense over and over again,” she said. “Without your efforts, Bob,

I don’t know if we ever would’ve opened the doors in 2000.”

“I guess I’m public enemy number one with some people,” Godshall said of his support for the

charter school, but said he also hears from parents who are happy to have their child attending

SCSC and from others who would like to have their child attend the school.

“I’m glad we did what we did a long time ago,” he said.

Godshall also noted the history of the converted building that now holds the school.

“They used to make towels and wash cloths in this building,” Godshall said. “Now it’s turned into

one of the best schools not only in the state, but in the country.”

In an interview following the presentation, he reiterated his support.

“Parents should decide where their students go to school,” Godshall said.

Support local journalism. 
Get unlimited access for $.0.99 first month!

SUBSCRIBE

Already a Subscriber? Log in

https://checkout.thereporteronline.com/SubscriptionmultiproductPW?g2i_source=ConneXt&g2i_medium=paywall&g2i_campaign=MG2PW07&returnUrl=https://www.thereporteronline.com/news/souderton-charter-school-collaborative-re-designated-as-schools-to-watch/article_aeaa7f48-d8a6-58b1-a0a0-589e032bd696.html?clearUserState=true
https://www.thereporteronline.com/content/tncms/live/?returnUrl=https://www.thereporteronline.com/news/souderton-charter-school-collaborative-re-designated-as-schools-to-watch/article_aeaa7f48-d8a6-58b1-a0a0-589e032bd696.html?clearUserState=true

